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general elections would be an unqualified nuisance. Yet over
this programme, perfectly incapable of producing the social
benefits which were desired, the masses of the great manu-
facturing towns expended a vast amount of sound and fury
between the years 1838 and 1848. They never had any
leaders of weight or note, capable of guiding them with firm-
ness and keeping them out of mischief. Hence they soon
turned to aimless and destructive rioting, and thereby caused
the whole middle class to rally round the government and
determine that the " Charter" should on no account be con-
ceded. In a riot at Birmingham in 1839, the damage done
was so wanton and malicious, that the Duke of Wellington
declared that it exceeded anything that he had seen in the
towns carried by assault during the Peninsular War. At
Newport, in Monmouthshire, a mob of five thousand Welsh
miners armed with scythes and fowling-pieces seized the town,
and had to be fired on by the soldiery. Such scenes made any
further democratic reforms impossible, and though the Chartists
kept bombarding parliament with monster petitions for the
next nine years, no government, Whig or Tory, showed the least
signs of listening to their threats. When they grew very violent
in 1848, under the influence of news of revolutions on the
Continent, 200,000 special constables appeared in the streets
of London to aid the armed forces of the crown, and the
Chartist meetings collapsed ignominiously.

The  Melbourne government went out in August,  1841,

and the Tory party, after eleven years of powerlessness, were

once more in office.    Under their new leader,

the Tory or   Sir Robert Peel, they were a very different body

Conservative froln their ancestors of the days before the Reform

7*            Bill   Their wish to break with the reactionary

traditions of Addington and Castlereagh is shown by the %t

that they had now adopted the new name of " Conservatives."

Their programme was no ledger unintelligent resistance to all

change, and while opposing the violent designs of the Chartists